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claimed Paderewski spiritually, but physically he belonged
to another world. His mission did not seem to require
physical contact with Poland, but it required the intimacy
with the Western world which he understood as well as it
understood him.
There is always an inner meaning in an historical success
or failure. Either of them is generally too complicated to
be explained by a simple formula, but the main tendency
can often be deducted without artificial construction or
speculation. It is as yet too early to find the ultimate
reasons for the failure of Paderewski's political reunion with
his great love, with Poland. Nevertheless, even to-day we
perceive reasons deeper than those that politics can supply.
Was it permissible for Paderewski, who so perfectly sub-
limated his strivings after an ideal, to achieve the material
as well as the artistic consummation ? The argument that
an artist could not possibly achieve supreme success in a
world that was not his own will not suffice for explanation.
Such an explanation would even be untrue : we know that
he achieved an outstanding political success, and the
greatest political experts agreed that no other living man
could have done more for Poland at the particular period
than he did. Whatever the deeper reasons may have been,
higher powers than accidents of circumstance forced him to
relinquish his intimate connection with Poland. Practically
all his days in Warsaw brought him worry, misunderstand-
ings and unhappiness. As seen from the West, Poland had
worn a crown of beauty on her youthful head; at close
quarters she had become a quarrelsome^ exhausting
termagant.
There is grandeur of classical tragedy in Paderewski's
career in Poland. No man could have worked for any ideal
with greater devotion and love, with purer intentions, with
greater sacrifices—yet his highest ambitions were defeated
by a fate that selects the dearest to deliver the fatal blow.

